
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, July 16, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13: 1-23  
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea.  Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along 
the shore.  And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “ A sower went out to sow.  
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on 
rocky ground, where it had little soil.  It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 
and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots.  Some seed fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it.  But some seed fell on rich soil, and 
produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirty fold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 

1. Do you have or have you ever had a garden? What was your success rate?  Did 
you have a secret to a bountiful crop? 

2. Why does Jesus speak to the people in parables?  Do your “ears” “hear” His 
message  more clearly or do you have to think hard to understand the message? 

3. What “seed” is Jesus speaking about?  Has the “seed” found fertile ground in 
you? 

 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


